CHAPTER VI
CONCERNING DEDICATIONS, PRINTERS' TYPES, AND IMPERIAL
INK
II y aura des clefs, et des ouvertures de mes secrets.
LA   PRETIEUSE
Monsieur Dellon, having been in the Inquisition at Goa,
dedicated an account of that tribunal, and of his own suffer-
ings to Mademoiselle du Cambout de Coislin, in these
words:
Mademoiselle,
J'auroistortdemeplaindredesrigueurs de I 'Inquisition,
et des mauvais traitements quefay eprouvez de la part de ses
ministres,puisqu'en me fournissant lamatiere de cet oiwrage^
Us m'ont procure Vavantage de vous le dedier.
This is the book which that good man Claudius Buchanan
with so much propriety put into the hands of the Grand
Inquisitor of India, when he paid him a visit at the Inquisi-
tion, and asked him his opinion of the accuracy of the re-
lation upon the spot!
The Frenchman's compliment may truly be said to have
been far-fetched and dearly bought. Heaven forefend that
I should either go so far for one, or purchase it at such a
price!
A dedication has oftentimes cost the unhappy author a
greater consumption of thumb and finger nail than the whole
book besides, and all varieties of matter and manner have
been resorted to. Mine must be so far in character with the
delectable history which it introduces, that it shall be unlike
all which have ever gone before it. I knew a man (one he
was who would have been an ornament to his country if
methodism and madness had not combined to overthrow a
bright and creative intellect), who, in one of his insaner
moods, printed a sheet and a half of muddy rhapsodies with
the title of the 'Standard of God Displayed:' and he pre-
faced it by saying that the price of a perfect book, upon a
perfect subject, ought to be a perfect sum in a perfect coin;
that is to say, one guinea. Now as Dr. Daniel Dove was a
perfect Doctor, and his horse Nobs was a perfect horse, and
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